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who on going into a far country,, left his servants ten, five, and
one pound respectively, with the charge that they were to
occupy till he returned, and pointed out to the disciples, who
apparently imagined that there was nothing for them to do but
to enter in and take their seats beside him, that like the man
who hid his one pound in a napkin, they would be punished
for any slackening of their efforts in the cause by exclusion
from the Kingdom. But he hastened to give them assurance
that he would not leave them always, but would soon again
return, by adding, " Verily I say unto you, that there be some
of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they
have seen the Kingdom of God come with power " (Mark ix. 1).
So far all seemed clear and explicit. But observe there were
other passages which seemed to imply that the kingdom would
be established by God Himself without the necessity of the
death of the Messiah; and it so happened that the passages
suggesting this view were precisely the ones which Jesus had
selected for himself to regulate the mode of his public entry
into Jerusalem. One of the passages in question is Zech.
is. 9, where it is said, " "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem ; behold, thy king cometh
unto thee; he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." And
that it was to be a peaceful kingdom established by God
Himself without any necessity for the Messiah's suffering
and death, is apparent from the next verse, where it is-
said, "And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and
the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle-bow shall be cut
off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen : and his-
dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river
even to the ends of the earth." So deeply indeed was Jesus
convinced that this prophecy referred to himself, that he had
an ass brought him, and rode into Jerusalem on it amid the
shoutings and hosannas and waving of palm-branches of his
disciples and followers; and when reproached by the Pharisees.